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20 Oakland Tribune, Monday, Oct. 11 , 1954 ANCIENT . .. MODERN? 
Tilden ParkMystery'RQck 
Stud ied · by Archeolog ists 

Mysterious pal~,raphics have noted that the ,markings were 
been found on numerous bouI- covered with growths of lichen. 
den near. Tilden Park, and a "They were prob~bly ,~his~led 

U
· ." t C lit· 't out 30 to 80 years ago, Helzer nlverS1-". I) a arroa expel" declared. 

says they're no doubt; the war '~Who k now s tv hat they 
of a neolithic mind. mean?" he added. "We have de-

"However," adds Dr. Robert F. terlIli,ned on past occ.~ions that 
HeiZl!r vice chairman of tJ C.:.s certain ) modern religiOUS and 

, t' l ; pSe\ido-scientific cults carryon 
Department of Anthroporogy, this type of thing." 
" th@}' were most certainly put SIMILAR SYMBOLS 
there by ~~ 19th or 20th, Century Elsasser noted that similar 
Caucasian." symbols were ' found earlier this 

The stra ngO!! symbola;-t irst dis- year on a rocky point. near Rock­
covered by Daryl C. Sweeney, villO!! on Highway 40, about 15 
18, a U.C. junior and son of Mr. miles north 'of Vallejo. 
and Mn. Charles Sweeney ' of "In 1950 a citizen called us out 
129 Ramona Ave.,. EI Cerrito, to examine some that looked 
were examined by He.izer .an,d very much like these. They were 
two members of the Unl~r:slty s. carved into rock on the hill in 
archaeological survey team yes- back of the Claremont Hotel," 
t erday. Elsasser continued. 

The rock writings. are ~he se~- "We like to et the r 15 
ond .gro~p to be dlsc~vered .In }egardless of h~w we S~et::in~ 
the Regional park. Helzer said, their origin" Heizer pointed out. 
althou~h by no means the second Th . ' ·t h 
to be found in the Bay area. I e UniverSI y a~ accumu-
'0 TCHINGS' . ated a rath~r extensive record 

DD E _ of the markings . 
.... 'We have been called to man! -=::..:::::::::"'="-----­

locations where the odd etchini'j 
have been found on the face '/. 
largO!! rocks," Heizer declared, I 

Most have been discovered I 
the nine Bay counties, witha 
few reported in the northen 
countie~, he added. I 

The markings examined Y(s­
terday 'were "found by Sweeaey 
while exploring a steep hill~ide 
between Claremont Ave. and 
Grizzly Peak Blvd., about a mile 
south of the Army's 752nd Head­
quarters Company base. 
LICHEN GROWTHS 

Heizer, together with A. B. 
Elsasser, a research arehaeol~g­
ist, and-PJsrre ... Agri:lier,JI. se.Olo;s 
anthropolc...~ shdent. exanllne:' 
the nu~rqu~ hieroc1yp)'lios a~ 

't,l b.n~ pb. t. 

Thtl paleoqraphics, or rock writinQs, ahOWD here were 
discovered by Daryl Sweeney, a University of California 
lltudent. near Tlldetl. Reqional Park. 


